BAPTISM

Water baptism by immersion serves as the point at which we die to our lost
selves, are buried, and are raised to a resurrected life in Christ. In baptism, sins
are forgiven through faith and because of grace. Baptism is not a human work,
and the water of baptism does not save. It is, however, the point at which
believers enter into a covenant relationship with Christ, and so it is
foundational to our salvation. (Matthew 3:13-17; 28:19-20; Acts 2:38-39;
22:16; Romans 6:3-4; Galatians 3:27; Ephesians 4:4-6; Colossians 2:11-12;
1 Peter 3:21-22)

DISCIPLESHIP

Jesus came to make disciples of Himself, and this is the core purpose of the
church today. We believe there are five major benchmarks of discipleship: 1.
Conversion from old life to new life in Jesus Christ. 2. Growing in holiness and
knowledge of God’s Word. 3. Growing in love for and service to God and others. 4. Assuming an active role in a local church. 5. Helping others to become
disciples. (Matthew 4:19, 9:9, 10:37-39; 28:19-20; Mark 1:17, Luke 9:23;
Romans 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 4:14-17; 2 Timothy 4:2; 1 Peter 3:15-17)

THE CHURCH

The church consists of those who have been saved by the blood of Christ. The
church is the bride of Christ, the body of Christ, the temple of the Spirit, the
family of God, and the pillar and ground of the truth. For these reasons, the
church is vital to God’s work, and persons who want to follow Jesus will become active members of a local congregation. The church is the primary place
where the disciple grows up in Christ. Making disciples is the core purpose
of the church. (Psalm 111:1; Matthew 16:13-18; Acts 2:42-47; 1 Corinthians
12:12-30; Ephesians 1:22; 3:10-11; 4:1-16; 5:31-32; 1 Timothy 3:14-15;
Hebrews 10:24-25)

WORSHIP

Worship of the One True Living God is fundamental to Christian identity, and
is both an attitude and an activity. As Christians, we believe that our lives are
to be lived in a way that expresses worship to God at all times. We also affirm
the importance of gathering regularly with other Christians for the purpose
of worshipping together in community. In our worship assemblies, we seek
to emulate the simple practices of the church that we observe in the Bible
and in early church history. (John 4:21-24; Revelation 4:8-11; Romans 12:1-2;
Hebrews 10:19-25; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2)

AUTHORITY

This statement of beliefs does not exhaust the extent of all of our beliefs. The
Bible itself, as the inspired and infallible Word of God that speaks with final
authority concerning truth, morality and the proper conduct of mankind, is
the sole and the final source of all that we believe. For purposes of Conestoga
Valley’s faith, doctrine, practice, policy and discipline, our Eldership is the final
interpretative authority on the Bible’s meaning and application.
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Who We Are
• How We

Got Here

• The Conestoga Valley Church of Christ is
a nondenominational congregation made
up of followers of Jesus Christ. Originally
planted in Lancaster, Pennsylvania in
1953, it was known first as the Lincolnway
Church of Christ. The current name was
adopted when the church moved to its
present location in 1973.
•O
 ur spiritual heritage is rooted in what
is known as the American Restoration
Movement, which aspires to restore New
Testament Christianity within a
contemporary context. While we owe
much to our heritage, however, we also
value our local autonomy as a body of
believers without denominational
confinements. As such, we seek to follow
the Word of God to the best of our ability,
wherever it may lead us.

• Where We’re

Going

• W
 e aspire to be a part of the universal
Body of Christ. We believe that this
congregation is in the process of being
transformed—individually and
collectively—into the image of Jesus.
We affirm that God is calling us to share in
his mission, as reflected in what is
commonly referred to as “the Great
Commission” (Matthew 28:19-20): to help
make disciples of Jesus Christ.

GOD

There is only one God, who lives in the persons of the Father, the Son, and
the Spirit. God is perfect love, and wants all persons to be redeemed. God is
also perfectly just, holding people accountable for their actions and calling
for all people to repent of their sins. (Exodus 20:1-6; 34:5-7; Deuteronomy 6:4;
Psalm 18:30; 115:3; Isaiah 40:28; Acts 17:24-28; James 1:17; 1 John 1:5)

• F or more information about our vision for JESUS CHRIST
Christ is fully God and fully human. He was born of a virgin, lived a
the future at CV, please see our document Jesus
sinless life, died to save us from our sins, was raised from the dead, ascended
into heaven, and will come again. In Jesus’ death God exacted the penalty
entitled “Vision 2020.”

• What We

Believe

for our sins, allowing God to save us while exercising His justice. Jesus is the
way, the truth, and the life, and no accountable human can have a saving
relationship with God apart from faith in Jesus. (Luke 1:35; John 1:1-4, 14, 18;
14:6-9; Romans 3:24-26; 4:25; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:15-23; 2:9-10;
Hebrews 2:1-3; 1 John 4:7-9)

• W
 hile the Bible is our only creed, we have
come to realize that churches often cannot THE HOLY SPIRIT
be recognized simply by the name on their The Holy Spirit is God who personally dwells in believers for the sake of transforming them into Jesus’ likeness. He transforms us by convicting us of sin,
sign. For that reason, we have attempted
producing fruit in us, giving us gifts for service, marking us as believers, and,
to set down our convictions about some of in general, leading us to follow the will of God. The Holy Spirit inspired the
apostles and prophets, and the Word of God is a fundamental tool of the Holy
the central tenets of our faith. What
Spirit. (Genesis 1:2; Ezekiel 36:26-27; Joel 2:28-29; Matthew 3:11; John 3:6-8;
14:15-17; Acts 2:14-39; Romans 8; 1 Corinthians 6:19; 2 Corinthians 3:1-17;
follows is not an all-inclusive document,
Galatians 5:22-23; Ephesians 1:13; Colossians 1:9)
but a summary of where we stand on
THE SCRIPTURES
many of the core teachings of the Word of The sixty-six books of the Bible are inspired of God, infallible, and normative
for the church. The church must stand under the authority of the Scriptures,
God. Our more extensive “General
and our experience of God must be interpreted by Scripture. All Scripture is
Statement of Beliefs” is available upon
inspired, both Old and New Testaments. Scripture is to form the basis of our
worldview. (Psalm 19:7-14; John 17:17; Romans 10:17; 2 Timothy 3:16-17;
request from the church office.
Hebrews 4:12; 2 Peter 1:21)

SIN, SALVATION, FAITH

All humans have sinned, and our sins fundamentally separate us from God. Sin
inevitably results in God’s judgment. We are saved from sin by grace through
faith, and as a result of the atoning sacrifice of Jesus in our place. Salvation
is, therefore, an unearned gift from God. Faith is trust that Christ’s way is the
right way, and so faith involves a commitment to do whatever Christ teaches.
Faith is not a work, but true faith by its very nature is always accompanied by
a commitment to righteous living. (Proverbs 10:16; Isaiah 59:1-2; Jeremiah
17:9; Matthew 15:19-20; Mark 7:20-23; Romans 1:18-32; 3:10; 5:6-12, 8:5-8,
11) (John 10:27-30; Acts 13:38-39; Romans 6:23, 8:1, 29-30, 38-39; Ephesians
1:4-5, 2:8-10) (Matthew 17:20; John 8:24; Romans 3:21-16, 5:1-2;
2 Corinthians 5:7; Galatians 2:15-16; Ephesians 2:8-9; Philippians 3:7-11;
Hebrews 11:1-6; James 2:14-26; 1 John 5:3)

